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In its general structure and functioning Australian
parliamentarism reveals no sharp and significant divergences
from that in Canada. Differences exist, as indicated, but
the broad and important features, derived from British
inheritance, are similar. Here also institutions have been
fashioned in a community scattered over a continental
territory, concerned hitherto with settlement and construc-
tion, disturbed by the problems of national solidarity, but
fortunately endowed with a tractable social system. There
is present in the national parliament the same compliant
acceptance of direction from the executive. Many of the
departures from the more refined points of British pre-
cedent resemble those In the parliament at Ottawa. The
Speaker of the House, for example, differs from the Speaker
in the British House of Commons in that he is not necessarily
reappointed from parliament to parliament, and at each
general election he is opposed in Ws constituency. One
conscientious Speaker who sought to follow what he re-
garded as British precedent in refusing to record his vote in
a critical division was promptly criticized by his party, and
in the subsequent election met defeat because of his own
party's hostility.26 But despite such deviations in detail
there is present the tough and flexible strength of parlia-
mentary institutions upon the British pattern, illustrated
especially in the promptitude and effectiveness with which a
Government can deal with a national emergency by mar-
shalling resources human and material.
Similarly, despite a robust belief in majority rule and
the specific influence of American democracy, especially
during the formative nineties, Commonwealth and states
have not resorted to the American or Swiss initiative, and
have used the referendum relatively little in ordinary law-
making. Except for constitutional amendments in the
Commonwealth/ the referendum at the discretion of a
Government has been most commonly invoked in the states
to discover the popular attitude towards the sale of alcoholic
*See L. F. Fitzhardinge and others, Nation BuiUing in Australia^ 257.